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form of government their sole motive is to render their
own position secure in the circumstances of changing India
and that the interests of the masses cannot be entrusted to
their care. It is for them to remove a reproach to the
new Constitution which has entrenched vested interests
to a degree of making the appearance of the constitutional
structure devoid of the substance of democracy notwith-
standing its forms and formalities. Indian leaders must
realize that the quintessence of democracy is justice and
that justice implies harmony. For the attainment of that
ideal, let us remind ourselves of Asoka's favourite dictum:
tc Let small and great exert themselves/7
Their second task is to avoid sterile methods of non-
co-operation for creating an effective opposition within
and without the Legislatures. It would be a folly to waste
our energy in quarrels over the limits of political concessions
granted to India ; or to use the Constitution " as an instru-
ment for uninterrupted pressure and leverage/' We have
not, as the Right Hon. V. S. Sastri puts it, the capacity to
reject the new Constitution. I believe that any attempt
to do so will be the surest means of frustrating the purpose
of the Indian National Congress ; for the political life of a
party cannot solely be made up of protests. It should be
organized on sound principles, directing its energy towards
the evolution of a constructive and co-operative policy.
Gandhi's choice of non-co-operation was not dictated by
political wisdom. The technique of redressing grievances,
which he perfected during the period of his apprenticeship
in South Africa as a political leader of the Indian settlers
there, was considered by him equally suitable in the wider
field of Indian politics. He failed to realize that the passive
resistance which might be effective in redressing a local
grievance could not be applicable to the circumstances
which inspired him to try it in India. It was, indeed, the
most serious of all his miscalculations when he claimed
the responsibility of <{ mending or ending " a highly organ-
ized State by non-co-operation or by a series of "experiments
with truth."

